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Education and Training

2013 Ph.D. Biochemistry and Molecular Biology  University of Georgia
2004 M.S. Poultry Science University of Georgia
2002 B.S. Poultry Science University of Georgia

Research and Professional Experience

Positions
2022-present

2016-2022

2001-2016

Associate Professor / Extension Specialist, Department of Poultry Science,
Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama

Assistant Professor / Extension Specialist, Department of Poultry Science,
Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama

Research Technician, Poultry Microbiological Safety and Processing Research
Unit, U.S. National Poultry Research Center, Agricultural Research Service,
United States Department of Agriculture

Professional Activities

2023-present
2023-present

2023-present
2023-present
2022-present
2022-present

2021-present
2020-2023
2019-present
2018-present
2018, 2023

2013-present

2001-present
2001-present

First Vice President/Second Vice President, Southern Poultry Science Society
Advisory Committee Member, USDA-Food Safety and Inspection Service,
National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspection

Subject Matter Expert, Chick-fil-a Animal Wellbeing Council

Subject Matter Expert, Poultry Processing, Aviagen North America
Education and Training Committee, International Poultry Welfare Alliance
Research and Innovation Training Committee, International Poultry Welfare
Alliance

Alabama HACCP Coordinator, Food Safety and Inspection Service

Chair, Poultry Science Association Think Tank Steering Committee

Subject Editor, Journal of Applied Poultry Research — Meat Bird Processing and
Products

Associate Editor, Poultry Science - Microbiology and Food Safety

Proposal Reviewer, Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research: New
Innovator in Food and Agriculture Research Grants

BARD US-Israel Agricultural Research and Development Fund Review Panel
Journal Reviewer, Animals, BioMed Research International, British Poultry
Science, Food Control, Foodborne Pathogens and Disease, Food Science and
Technology International, Food Quality and Safety, Food Science and Nutrition,
International Journal of Microbiology, Letters in Applied Microbiology, Journal
of Agriculture and Food Research, Journal of Animal Science and Biotechnology,
Journal of Applied Animal Welfare Science, Journal of Applied Microbiology,
Journal of Applied Poultry Research, Journal of Food Protection, Journal of
Food Safety, Microorganisms, PLOS ONE, Poultry Science, The Microbe,
Veterinary Integrative Sciences, Veterinary Microbiology

Member, Poultry Science Association

Member, World’s Poultry Science Association
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2016-present Member, International Association for Food Protection

Honors and Awards

2024 Dean’s Grantsmanship Award, College of Agriculture, Auburn University
2023 Early Career Service Award, Epsilon Sigma Phi, Alpha Pi Chapter, Extension
2021 Early Achievement Award for Extension, Poultry Science Association

2021 Academy of Reviewers--Silver, Poultry Science Association

Teaching and Extension Activities

2021-2024  POUL2000 Poultry and Egg Evaluation - Instructor

2023, 2024  Alabama/Mississippi Poultry Processor Workshop — Program Delivery

2023, 2024  Commercial Poultry Basics Workshop — Program Delivery

2019-present HACCP Roundtable Meeting — USDA-FSIS Jackson District — Program Delivery

2016-present 67 Invited Speaker engagements on poultry food safety, meat quality, and
stunning methods — 28 State/Regional, 27 National, 12 International

2016-present Written Publications — 16 Extension, 31 popular press, 75 newsletters, 21
electronic products, 13 interviews
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broiler welfare. J. Appl. Poult. Res. 33:100394. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.japr.2023.100394
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D.V. Bourassa. 2024. Quantification of Salmonella Infantis transfer from transport drawer
flooring to broiler chickens during holding. Poult. Sci. 103:103277.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.psj.2023.103277
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A. Urrutia, L. Orellana-Galindo, M. Reina, J.F. DeVillena, and D.V. Bourassa. 2023. Meat
quality of broiler chickens processed using electrical and controlled atmosphere stunning
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Starkey. 2022. Impacts of increasing additions of choline chloride on growth performance and
carcass characteristics of broiler chickens reared to 66 days of age. Animals 12:1808.
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